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	CONTACT DETAILS


	Research organisation /

Enterprise
	Research Organisation
	
	Researcher /

Contact person
	Prof. Javier Miñano / 

Eva Tavares 

	Organisation Name 
	Valme University Hospital
	
	Name / Surname
	

	Department
	Clinical & Experimental Pharmacology Research Unit
	
	Gender 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 M                          FORMCHECKBOX 
 F


	Address

City

Country
	Ctra. Sevilla-Cádiz s/n 

41014 Sevilla

	
	Telephone 
Fax
	+34 955 015877/8

+34 955 015877


	www address
	
	
	E-mail
	jminano@us.es /eva.tavares.exts@juntadeandalucia.es


	ORGANISATION TYPE

	

	Research organisation type
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Research Organisation

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Company

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Other  
	Is your company a Small and Medium Sized Enterprise ( SME* )?

Number of employees:


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES                          FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO 



	

	Description of research activity:

Markers and new therapeutic strategies for obesity and diabetes.

New markers and therapeutic strategies for severe sepsis and septic shock 

      New neuropeptides involved in feeding and energy homeostasis



	Former participation in an FP European project?

Project title / Acronym:

Activities performed:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES         FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO




* Your enterprise is an SME if:

- it is engaged in economic activity

- it has less than 250 employees

- it has either an annual turnover not exceeding €50M, or an balance sheet total not exceeding €43M

- it is autonomous

For the definition of SMEs, look at: http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/enterprise_policy/sme_definition/index_en.htm
	EXPERTISE/COMMITMENT OFFERED


	Keywords specifying the expertise:
	Enzimoimmunoassays (ELISA); immunoluminometric assays (ILMA); high- performance liquid chromatography (HPLC-UV; HPLC-EC); Real-time PCR, Western blotting; Immunohistochemistry; stereotaxic surgery; hypothalamus;  microinjections; microdialysis; biotelemetry; rodents.

	
	

	Description of the expertise:
	We are interested in the central and peripheral mechanisms involved in food intake and energy homeostasis. Our research is focussed on the role of new markers and therapeutic strategies in diseases associated with metabolic syndrome such as obesity, diabetes and severe sepsis (Tavares E, Maldonado R, Ojeda ML, Miñano FJ: Circulating inflammatory mediators during start of fever in differential diagnosis of gram-negative and gram-positive infections in leukopenic rats. Clin Diagn Lab Immunol 2005;12:1085-1093; Ojeda ML, Ambrosiani J, Maldonado R, Tavares E, Miñano FJ: Identification and localization of procalcitonin-like immunoreactivity in the rat hypothalamus. Neurosci Lett 2006;408:40-45;Tavares E,  Maldonado R, Capilla I, Sevillano C, Miñano FJ: Protective role of N-procalcitonin in endotoxic shock. Cell Stress & Chaperones 2007;DOI. 10.1379/1466-1468). N-procalcitonin (N-PCT), the free bioactive amino-terminal fragment of procalcitonin (the precursor of alcitonin) plays a central role in controls a wide range of metabolic processes (Tavares E, Maldonado R, Miñano FJ. N-procalcitonin: central effects on feeding and energy homeostasis in rats. Endocrinology 2007;148:1891-1901; Tavares E, Miñano FJ. Procalcitonin N-terminal Peptide (N-PCT) Causes Catabolic Effects via the Hypothalamus and Prostaglandin-Dependent Pathways 2008; DOI. 10.11579/000155137). Furthermore, we report a novel role of N-PCT in feeding behavior by regulating the activity of anorexigenic neurons in the hypothalamus (Tavares E, Maldonado R, Miñano FJ. Central administration of N-procalcitonin stimulates hypothalamic-pituitary-adrenal function in rats via activation of CRH hypothalamic paraventricular neurons. Int. J. Neuropsychopharmacol 2007, under revision). As N-PCT is associated with metabolic disorders, including septic shock and obesity, we are interested in the identification of novel functional relevant target genes. Our research aims unravel the common underlying molecular mechanisms using in vitro and in vivo experimental models and combining clinical and experimental research. Our Clinical and Experimental Pharmacology Research Unit (UFEC) at University Hospital of Valme has a wide range of systems available, which enable problem solving and a mechanistic approach in pharmacology. Alongside routine tests in molecular pharmacology, biochemical toxicology, and some specialized studies in endocrine research, gene expression patterns and molecular biology techniques are also investigated in pathology and pharmacological assessments. We also use in vitro (molecular bioactivity) and in vivo techniques for monitoring physiological parameters (food intake, body temperature and locomotor activity) in neurochemistry/neuropharmacology studies.

	
	

	Commitment offered
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Research             FORMCHECKBOX 
 Demonstration       FORMCHECKBOX 
 Training 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Technology          FORMCHECKBOX 
 Dissemination        FORMCHECKBOX 
  Other: 

 


	Interested in participation in Project types
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Large-scale 
     integrating 
     collaborative project
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Small or medium-
     scale focused     research collaborative project
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Targeted 
     to SMEs
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (Marie Curie Actions, ERA-NET…): 



	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Coordination and    
     Support Action
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Network of 
     Excellence
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Research for 
     the benefit 
     of  SMEs
	

	Call references 
	


	
Main Research Topics :  Diabetes and obesity: HEALTH-2009-2.4.3
HEALTH-2009-2.4.3-2: Mechanisms of diabetic and weight-related comorbidity in heart failure

HEALTH-2009-2.4.3-3:Molecular pathways in food intake at CNS-liver-gut regulation level



	EXPECTATIONS


	Term commitment
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Short (< 1 year)             FORMCHECKBOX 
  Medium (1 to 3 years)              FORMCHECKBOX 
  Long (more than 3 years)



	
	

	Expected results for your organisation:
	


I agree with the publication of my contact data:       FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES                          FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO
PLEASE FILL IN THE PROFILE FORM AND RETURN IT TO:

Name, organisation, contact details
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