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	Seventh Research Framework Programme (FP7)


Contact: 
Marina Argyrou,
Marine Environment Division, Department of Fisheries and Marine Research,
101 Bethlehem Street, 1416 Nicosia, Cyprus.
+357.22.807.852, margyrou@dfmr.moa.gov.cy.
( I AGREE WITH THE PUBLICATION OF MY DATA
PART A: DETAILS ABOUT YOUR ORGANISATION

	Organisation
	Department of Fisheries and Marine Research (DFMR) (Marine  Environment Division)
	       Country
	Cyprus

	Contact person
	Angelos Hannides
	       Website
	http://www.moa.gov.cy/dfmr/

	Address
	101 Bethlehem Street
	       Email
	ahannides@dfmr.moa.gov.cy

	Postcode
	1416
	       Tel
	+357.22.807.811

	City
	Nicosia
	       Fax
	+357.22.775.955

	N° of employees
	60
	       Logo
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 is attached as jpg

	N° of researchers
	25
	

	Organisation  expertise

(~800 words)

	Expertise/Competencies/Technologies:
The Department of Fisheries and Marine Research (DFMR) of the Ministry of Agriculture, Natural Resources and the Environment is responsible for the sustainable development of marine and inland waters fisheries and aquaculture and the protection of the aquatic environment. This is put into effect mainly by the application of measures for the sound management and national exploitation of fishery resources and by enforcing the Fisheries Legislation and relevant EU Legislation, but also by undertaking research in these fields. It is also within its mandate to carry out research, monitoring and control of aquatic pollution and the protection of endangered aquatic species and habitats. DFMR is actively involved in a number of International and EU projects. 
The Marine Environment Division (MED) of the DFMR undertakes research on the ecological relationships among marine macrobenthic (phytobenthic and zoobenthic) assemblages and the ambient environment. This also includes research studies on the effects of environmental disturbances caused by any coastal developmental activity such as aquaculture, desalination plants, construction of breakwaters etc. on macrobenthos. It also carries out comprehensive studies on the distribution and expansion of non-native macroalgae such as the Red Sea migrant Caulerpa racemosa in the coastal waters of Cyprus. Other activities concern the study of marine biodiversity and conservation of aquatic endangered species and habitats. MED participates actively in the implementation of the MEDPOL (UNEP/MAP) Program in Cyprus, in the implementation of coastal water monitoring under Article 8 of the Water Framework Directive (in fact, MED participates in the intercalibration exercises of MED-GIG), and in a variety of EU projects such as MedVeg, MedMPA, Life (LIFE04NAT), INTERREG, etc.
To support these activities, the MED conducts field work aboard the small shore-based vessels of the DFMR using suitable water column and sedimentary sampling gear, and maintains chemistry and microscopy laboratories which satisfy the majority of its analytical needs. 

Research and Innovation:

(see above)

	Type of organisation

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Private Company – large

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Private Company – SME*

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 University

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Research Centre

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 CSO

Other (specify): Government agency
	Environment:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Activity 6.1. CLIMATE CHANGE, POLLUTION, AND RISKS

    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Sub-activity 6.1.1. Pressures on environment and climate

    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Sub-activity 6.1.2. Environment and Health

    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Sub-activity 6.1.3. Natural hazards

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Activity 6.2. SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT OF RESOURCES
    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Sub-activity 6.2.1. Conservation and sustainable management of natural and man-made
        resources and biodiversity

    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Sub-activity 6.2.2. Management of marine environments

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Activity 6.3. ENVIRONMENTAL TECHNOLOGIES
    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Sub-activity 6.3.1 Environmental technologies for observation, simulation, prevention,

        mitigation, adaptation, remediation and restoration of the natural and man-made

        environment

    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Sub-activity 6.3.2. Protection, conservation and enhancement of cultural heritage,

        including human habitat

    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Sub-activity 6.3.3. Technology assessment, verification and testing

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Activity 6.4. EARTH OBSERVATION AND ASSESSMENT TOOLS FOR SUSTAINABLE
     DEVELOPMENT
    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Sub-activity 6.4.1. Earth and ocean observation systems and monitoring methods for the
        environment and sustainable development

    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Sub-activity 6.4.2. Forecasting methods and assessment tools for sustainable

        development taking into account differing scales of observation27

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Activity 6.5. HORIZONTAL ACTIONS
    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Sub-activity 6.5.1. Dissemination and horizontal activities
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (please specify):      

	Do/Did you participate in successful projects within the EU-Framework Programme?

  FORMCHECKBOX 
 yes         FORMCHECKBOX 
 no     (If yes, please specify!)

	Acronym and title: MedVeg: Effects of nutrient release from Mediterranean fish farms on benthic vegetation in coastal ecosystems  

Type of project and programme: Research and technological development program - "Quality of Life and Management of Living Resources" (FP5)
Website: http://www.medveg.dk/
	Acronym and title:      
Type of project and programme:      
Website:      

	Acronym and title:      
Type of project and programme:      
Website:      
	Acronym and title:      
Type of project and programme:      
Website:      


PART B:  DETAILS ABOUT YOUR PROJECT or PROJECT IDEA

	Acronym and title
	Determining the ecological status of coastal waters : an evaluation of monitoring systems and methodologies 

	Project type
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Collaborative projects (large-scale integrating projects)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Collaborative projects (small or medium-scale focused research projects)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Research for the benefit of specific groups (SME)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Coordination and support actions (coordinating type)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Coordination and support actions (supporting type)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Policy relevant support
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NoE
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 SICA

	Thematic priorities’ main research areas

(multiple choice)


	Environment:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Activity 6.1. CLIMATE CHANGE, POLLUTION, AND RISKS

    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Sub-activity 6.1.1. Pressures on environment and climate

    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Sub-activity 6.1.2. Environment and Health

    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Sub-activity 6.1.3. Natural hazards

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Activity 6.2. SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT OF RESOURCES
    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Sub-activity 6.2.1. Conservation and sustainable management of natural and man-made
        resources and biodiversity

    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Sub-activity 6.2.2. Management of marine environments

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Activity 6.3. ENVIRONMENTAL TECHNOLOGIES
    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Sub-activity 6.3.1 Environmental technologies for observation, simulation, prevention,

        mitigation, adaptation, remediation and restoration of the natural and man-made

        environment

    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Sub-activity 6.3.2. Protection, conservation and enhancement of cultural heritage,

        including human habitat

    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Sub-activity 6.3.3. Technology assessment, verification and testing

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Activity 6.4. EARTH OBSERVATION AND ASSESSMENT TOOLS FOR SUSTAINABLE
     DEVELOPMENT
    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Sub-activity 6.4.1. Earth and ocean observation systems and monitoring methods for the
        environment and sustainable development

    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Sub-activity 6.4.2. Forecasting methods and assessment tools for sustainable

        development taking into account differing scales of observation27

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Activity 6.5. HORIZONTAL ACTIONS
    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Sub-activity 6.5.1. Dissemination and horizontal activities
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (please specify):      

	Exact topic / task


	ENV.2008.2.1.2.3. Assessing the ecological status of water bodies

	Project description 
	Abstract:

Projects of interest to our group focus on the assessment of the ecological status of coastal waters, as defined by the Water Framework Directive (WFD). 
For example, we would be interested in evaluating the performance of biotic indices of the biological quality elements (BQEs) to describe the ecological status of coastal waters in the Mediterranean. The performance assessment could be achieved by comparing the biotic indices of the BQEs and assessment methods adopted by MED-GIG with others. 
Another example of a project of interest would be an evaluation of "reference" levels and conditions used in monitoring programs. Specifically, it would be interesting to record and evaluate spatial and temporal variability in the metrics used for BQEs and the calculation of "background" or "reference" uncertainties in these metrics, which should be incorporated in ecological status assessments. 
An added bonus that may emerge from monitoring of "background" conditions over a long period of time could be the discernment of temporal trends that cannot be explained by local or regional anthropogenic pressure, such as point- or non-point pollution, but by planetary anthropogenic forcing, such as climate change resulting from greenhouse gas emissions. 
Implementation of the projects described above would require an extensive standardized sampling programme and broad data collection and distribution. The resources necessary for this implementation may be provided by FP7 and specifically by Subactivity ENV.2008.2.1.2.3.  

Problems to be solved and results:

(see abstract)

	Scientific keywords 
	coastal waters
	monitoring
	macrobenthos
	macroalgae
	nutrients

	Your role in the project
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Coordinator

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Partner

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Work Package Leader

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Subcontractor

	Your contribution to the project
	We will participate actively in all stages of the implementation of the project, including the design of the sampling programme and assessment methodologies, sampling and processing activities in the case of Cyprus coastal waters, and the processing and discussion of the results .


	Partners already involved
	None



PART C:  DETAILS ABOUT THE PARTNER SOUGHT

	Type of organisation
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Private Company - large

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Private Company - SME*

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 University

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Research Centre

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 CSO

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (specify) Government agencies

	Activity
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Research
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Management of

the consortium
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Training

	 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Demonstration
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Dissemination
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (specify)

     

	Role in the project
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Coordinator

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Partner

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Work Package Leader

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Subcontractor

	Country /region
	European Union Member-States, Associated Countries, Mediterranean Partner Countries

	Expertise required 
	Expertise/Competences/Technologies:

We would like to hear from entities with a similar mix of policy interests as well as research interests in the ecological assessment of coastal waters. Organizations already involved in the implementation of Water Framework Directive (WFD) implementation and research in other EU countries would be ideally suited for such an effort. Because of our special interests in the implementation of the WFD in the Mediterranean, we would be interested to hear from Associated Countries in the Mediterranean as well as Mediterranean Partner Countries with similar monitoring efforts. Finally, since we lack sufficient  administrative infrastructure to support the coordination of a large-scale integrating project), we require a partner willing to undertake the coordination of this collaborative effort. 
Research and Innovation:

(See above)
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	This initiative is co-financed by the EU-funded projects: ECOnetus, and SAFE

Websites:, http://econetus.plsl.pl, www.saferenvironment.com 


	









































* SME is defined as an enterprise which: 1) has less than 250 employees, 2) has either, an annual turnover not exceeding 40 million Euro or an annual balance-sheet total not exceeding 27 million Euro, 3) is not owned for more than 25% by enterprises that are not SMEs. Please, note that these three conditions are cumulative.
* SME is defined as an enterprise which: 1) has less than 250 employees, 2) has either, an annual turnover not exceeding 50 million Euro or an annual balance-sheet total not exceeding 43 million Euro, 3) it is autonomous. Please, note that these three conditions are cumulative.

